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RECERlED I% INSPECTED 

DEC 2 2 2003 

FCC - MAILROOM 

Re CC Docket No. 96-45, No. 99-306; January 1st Certification Requirement for Ron-Rural 
Carriers 

Dear Ms  Dortch 

I’iirsiiant to 47 (” t R 4 54 313, the Mississippi I’ilblic Service Commission (‘MPX”’)  tiles its required 
certificat.!on for the Second Quarter of2004 for the non-rural carriers identified iii Attachrrierit P 

In accordance w i t h  lhe Federal Communication Commission’s (“FCC”) requiiements in  FcderolLYkzlc 
. / o i i i i  L(o<irtl on Uni;’crrol Serwri., Ninrlr Report unci Order, Eighleenlh O ~ d e t  on R e c ~ ~ n r i d m u t i ~ ~ n .  CC 
Dockr/ ~ W o  96-45. F‘CC 99-3/16, [he Mississippi Puhlic Service Commission hereby ceiti ties +hat these 
iioii-rural carrier\ proposed use of federal universal service high-cost support for the year 2004 wi l l  be 
tiscd only for the provision. maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services ior which tl,e wpport is 
intended. consistcnt with Section 254(e) of the Telecommunications Act or ? 906 

Attachment t3 contains copies of !:IC c’ommission’s orders desibqating the additional non-rural eligible 
telccomiunications camers ior Mississippi 

tnclosed i b  a 5tamprd addrrased envelope and an additional copy of this letter Ihr you to use in 
iorwarding a slamped tiled copy ol‘this correspondence Thank you for your assistance in thi!: matter 

In accordance with the FCC”s mandate. this certification letter is also bein!: sent to Irene Flannery. 
l,’nivt.r5al Service Administratiw C’onipany 

Sincerely 

1 

501 N W t S T S T R t E T  SUl lE  201.“. JACKSON MISSISSIPPI 39201 
P O  BOX 1174 JACKSON hllSS1SSIPPI 39215~1174 

FAX (60119GV5169 
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Fnclosure 

c'c Irene Flannery 



Attachment A 
M s  Non-Kural ('an-ierh January I. 2004 Ccrtitication 

('arriers Study Area Code MS Docket No. 

Tckpdk Nelworks lnc 
I)ialog Telccommunications. Inc 
Gulfpines C omniunications, 1 1.C 

Not Available 200?-UA-045! 
Not Available 2003-LJA-0665 
Not Available 20034 1 A-075 7 



P- 
BEFORE THE MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMlSSlO 

03-U4-0457 I N  RE: APPLICATION OF 

TELEPAK NETWORKS, INC. 

NETWORKS, INC. FOR 
DESIGNATION AS AN 
ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CARRIER UNDER 47 U.S.C. 5 
21 4 ( E m  

ORDER 

COMES NOW the Mississippi Public Service Commission ("Commission"), andit appeanng 

to the Commission, for good cause shown and after reviewing the plan of Telepak Networks, Inc. 

("Telepak Networks") for utilization of the year 2004 Federal Universal Service Fund ("USF") 

support heretofore submi tied to this Commission by Telepak Networks, and thls Commission being 

otherwise sufficiently advised, finds as follows: 

I .  

The Commission entered an Order designating Telepak Networks as Eligible 

Telecommunications Carner "ETC" under section 47 L1.S C 214(e)(2) on December @, 2003 

I1 

On or about December 10,2003, Telepak Networks submitted its detailed plan for utilization 

of the Federal bniversal Service High-Cost Support for the year 2004 ("USF Plan") for approval by 

the Commission The USF Plan was filed under seal 

This Comrnlsslon finds that Telepak Networks' proposed use of federal universal senJlce 

f u n d s  To]- the year 2004 in M~ssissippi is coiis~sicnt with the pnnclples of Universal Sensice as 



outliiicd i n  the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and by the Federal Commumcalions Commission 

("FCC") in its Universal Service Order ' 

TI1 

The Commission, after consultation with the Public Utilities Staff, concludes that Telepak 

Networks' USF Plan for utilization o f  the Federal Universal Service Fund for the year 2004 is 

consistent with the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the pertinent FCC Orders. 

IT IS, 'THEREFORE, ORDERED- 

1 The Cominission hereby certifies that TelepakNetworks' plan to utilize Federal Universal 

Service High Cost Support Funds in Mississippi as contained in its revised USF Plan submitted to 

the Commission is consistent with 47 U S.C 9: 254(e) 

2 Telepak Networks shall file quarterly reports with the Commission providing the status 

of universal service fund expenditures and projects 

3 This Order IS  effective as of the date hereof. 

Chairman Michael Callahan voted &ice Chairman Bo Robinson voted 

Commissioner Nielsen Cochran voted 

'Federal - State Joint Board on Universal Service Ninth Report and Order and Eighteenth 
Order of Reconsideration, CC Docket h o  96-45, FCC 99-306, Released November 2, 1999 
("Uiiiversdl Scn ice Order") See generally. paragraphs 93-1 10 



, $.- 
SO ORDERED. this thc '5 day of December, 2003 

MISSISSIPPI PUgLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

/ 
/ , M q S -  TRUE COPY 

/ 
/ d Secretary 

MICFAEL CALYAHAN, Chairman 

BINSON, Vice Chairman 

piz 
NIELSEN C O C H d N ,  Commissioner 



03-UA-665 

BEFORE THE 
MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

i-- FCC-MAILRCX-JM I 
IN RE: APPLICATION OF DIALOG 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR 
DIALOG DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS, TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 
INC. UNDER THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

TC 123207000 
ACT OF 1996 

ORDER 

HAVING COME ON BEFORE the Mississippi Public Service Commission 

("Commission") for the consideration of Dialog Telecommunications, Inc.'s ("Dialog") Plan for 

LJtilization of Federal Universal Service Funding for the year 2004 (the "Plan") heretofore 

submitted to this Commission by Dialog, and after reviewing the Plan and being othemise 

sufficiently advised, this Commission finds as follows. 

I. 

On September 4, 2003. Dialog filed its Application for Designation as an Eligible 

Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC") under the Telecommunications Act of 1996. Dialog was 

subsequently designated by the Commission as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier 

I1 

On November 26, 2003, Dialog submitted its plan for utilization of the Federal Universal 

Service Fund for the year 2004 for approval by the Commission. This Commission finds that 

Dialog's Plan for use of federal universal service funds for the year 2004 in Mississippi is 



2 

consistent with the principles of llniversal Service as outlined in the Telecommunications Act of 

1996 and by the FCC in Its Universal Service Order.' 

111. 

The Commission, after consultation with the Public Utilities Staff, concludes that 

Dialog's Plan for utilization of the Federal Universal Service Fund for the year 2004 is consistent 

with the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the pertinent FCC orders. 

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED: 

I The Commission hereby certifies that Dialog's Plan for Utilization of Federal 

Universal Service Funding is consistent with 47 U.S.C. 254(e). 

2. Dialog shall file quarterly reports with the Commission providing the status of 

universal service fund expenditures and projects. 

5. This Order is effective as of the date hereof. 

'Federal - State Joint Board on Universal Service Ninth Report and Order and Eighteenth 
Order on Reconsideration, CC Docket No. 96-45, FCC 99-306, Released November 2, 1999 
("Universal Service Order") See generally, paragraphs 93-1 10. 



I .  
> 

SO ORDERED, this the -_ 1':' 'day of i f ? ~  0 

Chairman Michael Callahan voted & Vice Chairman Bo Robinson voted 

/ ' ~  ,2003. 

and Commissioner Nielsen Cochran voted 

MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

BY: 
kICHAEL CALLAHAN, CHAIRMAN 

BY: . 
BO ROBINSON, VICE CHAIRMAN 

BY: 
NIELSEN COCHRAN, COMMISSIONER 

ATTEST. A TRUE COPY ,/*--) 

, 



BEFORE THE 
MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

03-UA-757 IN RE: APPLICATlON OF GULFPINES 
COMMUNICATIONS, LLC FOR 

GULFPlNES DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE 
COMMUNICATIONS, LLC TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRlER 

TC 123166400 ACT OF 1996 
UNDER THE TELECOMMUNICATlONS 

ORDER 

HAVING COME ON BEFORE the Mississippi Public Service Commission 

("Commission") for the consideration of GulfPines Communications, LLC's ("GulfPines") Plan 

for Utilization of Federal Universal Service Funding for the year 2004 (the "Plan") heretofore 

submitted to this Commission by GulfPines. and after reviewing the Plan and being otherwise 

sufficiently advised. this Commission finds as follows: 

I. 

On October 14. 2003, GulfPines filed its Application for Designation as an Eligible 

Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC") under the Telecommunications Act of 1996. GulfPines 

was subsequently designated by the Commission as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier. 

ri. 

On November 26, 2003. GulfPines submitted its plan for utilization of the Federal 

Universal Service Fund for the year 2004 for approval by the Commission. This Commission 

finds that GulfPines' Plan for us2 of federal univrrsal service funds for the year 2004 in 



2 

Mississippi is consistent wlth the prlnclples of Universal Service as outllned in the 

Telecommunications Act of 1996 and by the FCC in its Universal Service Order.' 

111 

The Commission. after consultation with the Public Utilities Staff, concludes that 

GulPines' Plan for utillzatlon of the Federal Universal Service Fund for the year 2004 is 

consistent with the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the pertinent FCC orders. 

IT IS. THEREFORE, ORDERED. 

1 .  The Comm~ssion hereby certifies that GulfPines' Plan for Utilization of Federal 

Universal Senice Funding is consistent with 47 U.S C. 254(e) 

2 GulfPines shall file quarterly reports with the Commission providing the status of 

universal service fund expenditures and projects. 

3 .  This Order is effective as of the date hereof 

'Federal - State Joint Board on Universal Service Ninth Report and Order and Eighteenth 
Order on Reconsideration, CC Docket No 96-45. FCC 99-306. Released November 2. 1999 
(" I  Iniwrsal Service Order") See generall). paragraphs 93-1 10. 



SO ORDERED. this the :'day /5 ;r of 1 ,L 7't 2 f , 2003. 

Chairman Michael Callahan voted&', Vice Chairman Bo Robinson voted 

+ and Commissloner Nlelsen Cochran voted 

MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

BY. 

BY. 

BY, 
'NIELSEN COCHRAN, COMMISSIONER 

! ," 
.._, 



Attachment B 
01 deis designaring Non-l<ural t.ligihle Telecomniun~~at ionb Carriers in Miss~ssippi 

Carriers Study Area Code 

Tclepak Nr twurk\ ,  Inc 
Dialog ~elecomin~inicdt inns.  Inc 
Clulfpines Communications, LI  C 

Not Available 
Not Available 
Not Available 

MS Docke! No. 

2003-lJA-045 I 
2003-UA-0665 
2003-LJA-0757 



BEFORE THE MISSISSJPPI PUBLIC SERVICE COMM 

03-U 4-0457 1N RE: APPLICATIO 
NETWORKS, INC. FOR 
DESIGNATION AS AN 
ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CARRIER UNDER 47 U.S.C. tj 

214(E)(2) 
TELEPAK NETWORKS. INC. 

ORDER 

THIS DAY, there came on for consideration by the Mississippi Public Service Commission 

("Commission") the Application of Telepak Networks, Inc. ("Telepak Networks") for designation 

as a carrier eligible for federal universal service support pursuant to Section 214(e) of the 

'Telecommunications Act of 1996 ("TA96") The Commission, being fully apprised in the premises 

and having considered the documents, responses ofTelepak Networks to discovery requests, and the 

record before it as authorized by law, finds as follows, to-wit. 

I On June 12, 2003, Telepak Networks filed with the Commission Its Application 

pursuanl to Section 214(e) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 ("TA96") and Federal 

Communications Cornmission ("FCC") Rules 47 C F R. $5 54.201 through 54.207, requesting 

designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Camer ("ETC") for its current service area which 

includes the BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc ("BellSouth") certificated areas in the State of 

Mississippi (the "designated service area") 

2 The Commission has jurisdiction to enter this Order, and entry hereofis in the public 

inleresl 

I 



-1 Due and proper notics o f  the Application was given to all interested persons as 

required by lau and the Conimission's Public Utilities Rules of Practice and Procedure 

4 

5 

BellSouth intervened and becamc a party of record in  this matter. 

Telepak Networks holds a Certificate ofPublic Convenience and Necessity granted 

by this Commission in Docket 99-U.4-621 ("Certifcate") to provide local telecommunication 

services of every kind throughout the designated service area, to provide interexchange 

telecomniunication services, both inter LATA and intra LATA of every kind and nature throughout 

the Stale of Mississippi and to lease and construct certain telecommunication facilities necessary to 

provide such services 

6 Pursuant to 47 U.S.C 5 214(e) and FCC Rule 47 C.F.R. 3 54.201, to qualify under 

federal law as a telecommunications carrier eligible for universal service funding, camers must 

satisfy certain requirements or qualify for a waiver of those requirements. An ETC must offer the 

following services. 

a 

h 

C. 

d 

e 

S 

3 

h 

Voice grade access to the public switchboard network, 

Access to free of charge "local usage" defined as an amount of minutes of use of 

exchange service, 

Dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equivalent; 

Single-party service or 11s functional equivalent; 

Access to emergencq services, 

Access to opcrdtor senwes, 

Access to intcreuchaiige serviccs, 

Access 10 directory assiscance, and 

7 



I 

7 

Toll limitatioiis services for qualifying loa-income customers. 

Qualified ETCs must offer these services either using their own facilities or a 

combination of their own facilities and the resale of services o f  another facilities-based carricr 

Telepak Networks satisfies these requirements and shall continue to comply with each o f  these 

provisions regarding service provision and offenngs 

8 Further, ETCs must advertise the availability of, and the prevailing pnces for, the 

univcrsal services throughout the area in which they have been designated as an ETC Telepak 

Networks will implementaprogram to advertise the availability ofthe above referenced servicesand 

related charges using media of general distnbution in its designated service area as required by 

Section 254(e)( 1)(B) of TA96 and Section 54.201 (d)(2) of the FCC’s Rules. 

9 The Commission finds that Telepak Networks IS capable of providing the services 

required for ETC designation and is capable of providing such services with an adequate degree of 

quality 

10 The Commission finds that Telepak Networks has committed to serve all subscribers 

upon request in its designated service area. Telepak Networks has committed to provide service 

either through its own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale 

I I Telepak Networks has not requested ETC designation for the exchanges ofsmall rural 

camers (independent telephone companies) 

I2  The Commission finds that an ETC designation to Telepak Networks can at a future 

lime be modified or changed by subsequent Order of this Commission 

I3 The Cominission finds that ETC designation cannot be granted solely based on 



i-esale. T’hcrefore. thc Commission finds that Telepak Networks shall provide service eithcr through 

11s own facililies or a cornbination oC its ouii facilities and resale to all subscribers upon requcsl 111 

its designated service areas. 

14 Telepak Networks shall also offer Lifeline and Linkup services pursuant to Telepak 

Networks’ Lifeline and Linkup tariffs which were approved by this Commission on May 7, 2003 

The Commission, having junsdictlon of the parties and the subject matter, and having 

considered Telepak Networks’ Application and the evidence in support thereof, finds that Telepak 

Netwoiks is entitled to be granted a designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier 

throughout its designated service area in  Mississippi based on timely complying with all conditions 

expressed in  this Order 

IT LS, THEREFORE, ORDERED. 

1 .  Telepak Networks is designated an Eligible Telecommunications Camer throughout 

its current designated service areain the StateofMississippi. TelepakNetworks shall providesenwe 

either through its own facilitles or a combination ofits own facilities and resale to all subscnbers 

upon request in  its designated service area 

2 This Commission retains continuing junsdictlon to review, modify, or revoke its 

designation of Telepak Networks as an ETC. Telepak Networks IS conditionally designated an 

Eligible Telecommunications Carrier throughout the geographical service area served by non-rural 

carriers as described in Dockel 97-AD552 This ETC designation is for federal universal service 

funds. and is based on federal rules and guidelines as they exist today Likewise should the Universal 

Service Adininistrative Company or any other agency revise contribution or disbursement 

requirements that uould directly impact the State of Mississippi and i t s  consumers, the MPSC 

4 



reidins itsjUTiSdiCtiOn io revie%. modif? and/or revokc its designation of Telepak Networks as an 

ETC Additionally. should a n v  information supplied by Telepak Networks in this docket he 

iiiaccurdte, the designation of Telepah Ketworks as an ETC may be revoked. 

3 .  The entire file of the Commission, as well as all responses to all discovery requests, 

arc specifically made a part of the record in this matter 

4.  

SO ORDERED. this the 

Chairman Michael Callahan voted 

This Order is effective as o f  the date hereof 

day of December, 2003. 

ice Chairman Bo Robinson voted + 
Commissioner Nielsen Cochran voted 

MlSSISSIPPl PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

MlClfAEL CALLAHAN, Chairman 

'BO R O B i S O N ,  Vice Chairman 

/ _c PL 
NIELSEN COCHRAN, Commissioner 



03-UA-665 IN RE: APPLICATION OF DIAL0 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS, 

DIALOG DESIGNATION AS AN 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS, ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNlC ATlONS 
INC. CARRlER UNDER THE 

TC 123207000 1996 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 

ORDER 

THIS DAY, there came on for consideration by the Mississippi Public Service 

Cornmission ("Commission") the Application of Dialog Telecommunications, Inc ("Dialog") for 

designation as a carrier eligible for federal universal service support pursuant to Section ?14(e) of 

the Telecommunications Act of 1996 ("TA96") The Commission, being fully apprised in the 

premises and having considered the documents, responses of Dialog to discovery requests 

submitted by the Mississippi Public Utilities Staff ("MPUS"), and the record before it, as 

authoi-izcd by law and upon recommendation of the MPUS, finds as follows, to-wit: 

I On September 4, 2003, Dialog tiled with the Commission its Application pursuant to 

Section 114(e) of  the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and Federal Communications 

Commission ("FCC") Rules 47 C.F.R. $ 5  54 201 through 54 207, requesting designation as an 

Eligible TelecommunLcatlons Carrier ("ETC") for its current service area which includes the 

State o f  Mississippi (the "designated service area") 



7 The Commission has jurisdiction to enter this Order, and eniry hereof is in  the public 

i nlerest 

5 Due and proper notice of the Application was given to all interested persons as 

rcquired b) law and the Commission's Public Utilities Rules of Practice and Procedure 

4 BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. ("BellSouth") intervened and became a party of 

rccord in  this matier 

5 Dialog holds a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to operate as a 

reseller and facilities-based competitive local exchange carrier and reseller of intrastate 

intcrLATA and intraLATA interexchange telecommunications services within the State of 

Mississippi 

6 Pursuant to 47 Ll S C .  $ 214(e) and FCC Rule 47 C.F.R § 54 201, to qualifj under 

federal lam as a telecommunications carrier eligible for universal service funding, carriers must 

satisfy certain requirements or quallfy for a waiver ofthose requirements. An ETC must offer the 

follouing services. 

a 

b 

Voice grade access to the public switched network; 

Access to free of  charge "local usage" defined as an amount of minutes of use of 

exchange service, 

Dual tone multi-frequency signaling or Its functional equivalent; 

Single-party service or its functional equivalent: 

c 

d 

e Access lo emergent!' services, 

f Access to operator senflices: 

- LT Access to interexchange services. 

, - ; : , , I , , %  <',,, 



h 

i 

7 

Access to directory assistance. and 

l o l l  limitations services for qual~@ing low-income customers 

Qualified ETCs must offer these services either using their own facilities or a 

combination of their o w  facilities and the resale of services of another facilities-based carrier 

Dialog satisfies this requirement and shall continue to comply with each of these provisions 

regarding service provision and offerings. 

8. Further, ETCs must advertise the availability of, and the prevailing prices for. the 

universal services throughout the area in which they have been designated as an ETC. Dialog 

\till implement a program to advertise the availability of the above referenced services and 

related charges using media of general distribution in its certificated service area as required by 

Section 254(e)( I)(B) of TA96 and Section 54.201(d)(2) of  the FCC's Rules. 

9 The Commission finds that Dialog is capable ofproviding the services required for 

ETC designation and is capable of providing such services with an adequate degree of quality. 

I O .  The Commission finds that Dialog has committed to serve all subscribers upon 

request in its designated service area. Dialog has committed to provide service either through its 

o w n  facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale. 

1 I. Dialog has not requested ETC designation for the exchanges of small rural carriers 

(Independent telephone companies) 

13. The Commission finds that an ETC designation to D~alog can at a future time be 

modified or changed by subsequent Order of this Cornmission. 

13 The Commission finds that ETC designation cannot he granted solely based on 

resale Therefore. the Commission finds that Dialog shall provide service either through its own 

\l,> i : , , ( , c 0 ,  J , , i ,  



4 

l'acilities or  a combination of its own facilitie~ and resale to all subscribers upon requesi in its 

designated service area. 

14 Dialog shall also offer Lifeline and Linkup services pursuant to Dialog's Lifeline and 

L inkup  tariffs which have been approved by this Commission. 

The Commission. having jurisdiction of the parties and the subject matter, and having 

considered Dialog's .4ppllCaTion and the evidence in support thereof, finds that Dialog I S  entitled 

tci be granted designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier throughout its designated 

S L ' I V I ~ C  area i n  Mississippi based on timely complying with all condltions expressed in thls 

Order 

IT IS, THEREFORE. ORDERED: 

I Dialog is designated an Eligible Telecommunlcarions Carrier throughout its current 

service area which includes the State of Mississippi Dialog shall provide service either though 

Its own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale to all subscribers upon request 

i n  its designated service area. 

2 This Commission retains continuing jurisdiction to review, modify, or revoke its 

designation of Dialog as an ETC Dialog is conditionally designated an Eligible 

7 elecoinmunications Carrier throughout the geographical service area served by non-rural 

carriers as dexribed in Docket 97-AD-552. This ETC designation is for federal universal service 

funds. and IS based on federal rules and guidelines as they exist today. Likewise, should the 

I:niversal Service Adminlstratlve Company or any other agency revise contribution or 

disbursement requirements that would directly impact the State of  Mississippi and its consumers. 

l h c  Commission retains its,jurisdiction to reviea. modify and/or revoke its designation ofDialop 

i ' l i l !  1 / 1 _ , , ,  ,i ii 



5 

as an ETC Add~tlonally, should any informatlon supplled by Dialog in this docket be inaccurate. 

the designahon of Dialog as an ETC may be revoked 

5 ,  The entire tile of the Commission, as well as all responses to all discovery requests of 

the MPUS, are specifically made a part ofthe record in this matter. 

This Order is effective as ofthe date hereof. 4. 

SO ORDERED, this the 3 . d a y  of b,jyi;,&~iL ,2003. 

Chairman Michael Callahan voted e; Vice Chairman Bo Robinson voted 

-. L& 

Commissioner Nielsen Cochran voted 

MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

~~ 

MIChAEL CALLAHAN, Chairman 

__ 
NIELSEN COCHRAN, Commissioner 

ATTEST A TRUE COPY 

Executive Secretary 



BEFORE THE MISSlSSIPPl PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIO 2 2 20I!3 

03-CIA-757 IN RE: APPLICATJON OF GULFPIN 

G ULFPINES DESIGNATION AS AN 
COMMUNICATIONS, LLC ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNlCATlONS 

TC 123166400 TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 

COMMUNICATIONS, LLC FOR 

CARRIER UNDER THE 

1996 

ORDER 

THIS DAY. there came on for consideration by the Mississippi Public Service 

Commission ("Commission") the Applicarion o f  GulfF'ines Communications, LLC ("GulPines") 

for designation as a carrier ellgible for federal universal service support pursuant to Section 

214(e\ ofthe Telecommunlcations Act of 1996 ("TA96") The Commission, being fully apprised 

in  the premises and having considered the documents, responses of GulPines to discovery 

requests submitted b> the Mississippi Public Utilities Staff ("MPUS"). and the record before it, as 

authorized by law and upon recommendation of the MPUS, finds as follows, to-wit 

I On October 14, 2003. GuIPines filed with the Commission its Application pursuant 

ro Secrion 2 I4(e) of the 1 elecommunications Act of I996 and Federal Communications 

Commission ("FCC") Rules 47 C.F R $ 9  54 201 through 54.207, requesting designation as an 

Eligible Telecomrnunicatlons Carrler ("ETC") for its current service area which includes the 

SLxe o f  Mississippi (the "designated service area") 

2 Thc Commission has jurisdiction to enter this Order, and entry hereof is in the publlc 



i 

3 Due and proper notice of the Application was given to all interested persons as 

required b> Ian and the Commission's Public Utilities Rules of Practice and Procedure 

4. BellSouth Telecommunications. Inc. ("BellSouth") intervened and became a party of 

record i n  this matter. 

5 .  GulfPines holds a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to provide resold 

and faci lities-based local exchange services and interexchange telecommunications services 

\\ithin the State of Mississippi 

6 Pursuant to 47 U S.C. 5 214(e) and FCC Rule 47 C.F.R. 5 54.201, to  qualify under 

federal law as a telecommunications carrier eligible for universal service funding, carriers must 

satisfy certain requirements or qualify for a waiver of those requirements. An ETC must offer the 

foIlowing services' 

3 

b 

Voice grade access to the public switched network; 

Access to free of charge "local usage" defined as an amount of minutes of use of 

exchange service: 

Dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equivalent, 

Single-party service or its functional equivalent; 

c 

d 

c Access to emergency services; 

f Access to operator services; 

I 2 Access to interexchange services, 

h .  Access io directoiy assistance: and 

I 

7 

1-011 limitations services for qualifying low-income customers. 

Qualified ETCs must offer these services either using their own facilities or a 

s:, , : , I , , , - ,  , ' i l l  



3 

coinbinalioii of their own facilities and the resale of services of another facilities-based carrier 

CulfPines satisfies this requirement and shall continue to comply with each of these provisions 

regarding service provision and offerings. 

8 Further. ETCs must advertise the availability of, and the prevailing prices for. the 

universal services throughout the area in which they have been designated as an ETC. GulfF'ines 

will implement a program to advertise the availability of the above referenced services and 

rclated charges using media of general distribution in its certificated service area as required by 

Section 254(e)( l)(B) of TA96 and Section 54.201 (d)(2) of the FCC's Rules. 

9 lhe  Commission finds that GulPines is capable of providing the services required 

for ETC' designation and is capable of providing such services with an adequate degree ofquality 

I O .  The Commission finds that GulPines has committed to serve all subscribers upon 

request in  it5 designated service area. Gultl'ines has committed to provide service either through 

IIF own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale. 

1 I GulfPines has not requested ETC designation for the exchanges of small rural carriers 

(independent telephone companies). 

12. The Commission finds that an ETC designation to GulfPines can at a future time be 

modified or changed by subsequent Order of this Commission. 

I 3  The Commission finds that ETC designation cannot be granted solely based on 

resale l'herefore. the Commission finds that GulPines shall provide service either through its 

o\ \n  facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale to all subscribers upon requesl in  

its designated service area 

I3 GuliPines shall also offer Lifeline and Linkup services pursuant to GultPines's 

b i " - i ~ ,  , W @ ,  , I , : /  



4 

Lifeline and Linkup tariffs which have been approved by this Commission. 

The Commission. having jurisdiction ofthe parties and the subject matter, and having 

considered Gulffines's Application and the evidence in support thereof, finds that GulfPines is 

entitled to be granted designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier throughout its 

designated service area in  Mississippi based on timely complying with all conditions expressed 

i n  this Order 

IT IS. THEREFORE. ORDERED: 

I GulfPines is designated an Eligit Telecommunications Carrier I oughout its 

current scrvice area which includes the State of Mississippi GulPines shall provide service 

either through its own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale to all subscribers 

upon request in  its designated service area. 

2 This Commission retains continuing jurisdiction to review, modify, or revoke its 

designation of GulfPines as an ETC GulfPines is conditionally designated an Eligible 

Telecommunications Carrier throughout the geographical service area served by non-rural 

carriers as described in Docket 97-AD-552. This ETC designation is for federal universal service 

funds, and is based on federal rules and guidelines as they exist today. Likewise, should the 

Lniverral Serbice Administrative Company or any other agency revise contribution or 

disbursement requirements that would directly impact the State of Mississippi and its consumers. 

the Commission retains its jurisdiction to review. modify and/or revoke its designation of 

GulfPines as an ETC Additionallq. should any information supplied by GulfPines in this docket 



5 

hc inaccurate. ihe designation of CulPines as an ETC may be revoked 

3 The entlre file ofthe Conmlsslon. as wel l  as all responses to all discovery requesis 01' 

[he MPLIS. are specifically made a part of the record in this matter 

This Order I S  effectlve as of the date hereof. 4 

SO ORDERED, this the @'day of , ?p$&/$<-~ ,2003 

Chairinan Michael Callahan voted &Vice Chairman Bo Robinson voted 

J&-- Commissioner Nielsen Cochran vored 

MlSSlSSlPPl PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

XITLSJ A T K U E t  . .  

MICHAEL CALLAHAN, Chairman 

BO ROBINSON, Vice Chairman 

/ f K L  EE 
NIELSEN COCHRAN, Commissioner 


